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"Joy, gentle friends! Joy and fresh
days of love accompany your

hearts!"

UPCOMING EVENTS

A gentle reminder that i t  i s  st i l l  Chr istmas unti l
Epiphany (Jan.  6)!

January 31,  7 pm:  Evenstar  Ensemble presents  Music
f rom the Burgundian Court  at  St .  Mark ’s .  Our
par ish ioners  may purchase t ickets  onl ine or  at  the
door  for  a  d iscount us ing the d iscount code .  Ask the
Deacon or  a  member  of  the Outreach Committee .
More informat ion here .  

February  1:  9  am Mass fo l lowed by Annual  Par ish
Meet ing .

January 4
Deacon’s Liturgy 
8 am and 10 am

January 11
Deacon’s Liturgy 
8 am and 10 am

Wednesday Nights
BCP Book Club

After 6 pm Evening Prayer
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See Lift Up Advent grocery list in
previous issue

https://www.evenstarensemble.org/burgundian-court


Constant ine .  Apart  f rom s lay ing a dragon,
Sy lvester  was credited with bapt iz ing the
Emperor  Constant ine into Chr ist ianity  after
work ing a mirac le  cure of  the Emperor ’ s
leprosy,  after  which Constant ine abandoned
Rome for  Byzant ium.  What i s  known with
histor ica l  certa inty  i s  that  Sy lvester
convened the v i ta l  Counci l  of  Nicea ,  the
creed of  which we rec i te  each Sunday.
Sy lvester  a lso worked hard to suppress
damaging heres ies ,  such as  those of  the
Donat ists  and Ar ians .

In  Austr ia  the Feast  of  Sy lvester  i s
ce lebrated by walk ing p igs  on leashes .
Sy lvester  i s  a lso honored in  the Angl ican
calendar  as  in  most  other  creedal  churches
around the same t ime.

The staff  of  The Mane L ion wishes  a l l
readers  a  happy,  healthy and prosperous
2026.  

FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION (JAN. 1)
As Anglicans we celebrate the Feast of the Circumcision
of Our Lord each Jan. 1. Theologically the circumcision of
the Savior according to the law of the Old Testament
was the first shedding of Christ’s blood, a process that
would culminate in the Crucifixion, and thus of great
spiritual-symbolic importance. The Circumcision also
highlights Christ’s humanity and his prophetic
connection to the Children of Israel and his foretold role
as Messiah for all humankind.

Physical circumcision was rejected for Christians in Acts
15 at the Council of Jerusalem and again in 1442 at the
Council of Florence, and the Apostle Paul spoke of the
Circumcision of the Heart, a submission to the Will of
God for all Christians in his Epistles to the Romans and
Colossians, highlighting the importance of internal
spiritual reality over external religious observances.

Jan. 1 only became New Years Day for Anglicans in 1752,
when the Modern Style (also called Circumcision Style)
was adopted along with the more accurate Gregorian
Calendar, which replaced the pagan Julian Calendar still
used by some Eastern Orthodox denominations. The 13
Colonies had already adopted Jan. 1 as New Years Day by
the time the United States was founded.

In much of Roman Catholic Europe as well as Germany
and Switzerland New Years Eve is called Sylvester after
Pope Sylvester I (284-31 Dec. 335). Like many early
church figures this Pope’s life has been embroidered by
legends and outright forgeries such as the Donation of 


